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December 4, 1997

The Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

cc Docket No. 97-231

Dear Chairman Kennard:

BellSouth has just filed for approval from the Federal
Communications Commission to become a long-distance service provider in
Louisiana. I believe that BellSouth has earned the right to enter the long-
distance market, and their application should be approved immediately.

As a businessman in a rural Louisiana community, I am concerned
about the high costs of telecommunications services in my area and the
lack of available choices. [ would also prefer to consolidate all of my
communications services with one provider - an option not currently
available to me.

When BellSouth is permitted to offer long-distance service, I believe
existing long-distance service providers will be compelled to provide local
service in rural areas, which they have chosen not to serve, to compete
with BellSouth for market share. This competition should result in lower
prices, innovative products, and bundling of services that will give us the
option to select one telecommunications provider for all our
telecommunications needs.

Our local service provider, BellSouth, is responsive to my business
and residential needs and provides quality services at reasonable costs.

|
No. ol Coples rec’d_Q

RIS

List ARCL::




The Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
December 4, 1997

Page - 2 -

However, since they are not authorized to serve the long-distance market,
I have to use other carriers for this service. Too much of my time is
consumed with keeping abreast of the best deals from the carriers and
working with different personnel within each company on installation,
maintenance and billing issues.

BellSouth has been a strong community supporter, working closely
with government, business, educators and other civic groups to improve
our quality of life. I know they want what is best for BellSouth, but I also
believe they want what is best for our community, of which they are a

part.

After examining their request, you should conclude that BellSouth
has opened its networks to competition and should be allowed to compete
for long-distance service, especially in more rural areas like ours that are
not being served locally by others.

With kindest regards, I am

Respectfully,

IMP/vlc

ce: Mr. Larry Nugent
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December 4, 1997

CC Docket No. 97-231

The Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

In the interest of the citizens of Winn Parish, I am writing to urge
your endorsement of BellSouth's application to enter the long-distance
market in Louisiana.

In passing the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Congress intended for

all consumers to benefit from full deregulation of the telecommunications
industry, not just those who reside in urban areas with large businesses
and affluent customers. Since we live in a rural area (an area generally
considered more costly and less profitable to serve), long-distance
carriers and other companies are reluctant to enter our market to compete
for local telephone service. Thus, our choices are limited and competition
is sparse,

As a result of competition in these communications markets, our community
will benefit in may ways. First, we will finally have a real choice in
both local and long~distance service providers. Second, companies seeking
market share will lower rates, develop innovative products and bundle
services, making it easier to do business with them. Third, consumers
will be able to shop around for the best deals or select one provider for
all of their telecommunications services. Finally, as I mentioned before,
our community and the entire state of Louisiana will benefit from the
economic investment that would accompany this move and the resulting
employment opportunities for technically skilled workers.

Our public service commissioners had the best interests of Louisiana in
mind when they endorsed BellSouth's application. You have the power to
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make a real difference in Louisiana's future by approving BellSouth's
request and granting Louisiana the opportunity to be among the first
states to have true competition in the telecommunities industry. I
heartily encourage you to follow the lead of the Louisiana Public
Service Commission today.

Sincerely,

Tarver, President
Winn Parish Police Jury
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The Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

Congratulations on your appointment as Chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission. As you tackle the many issues needing your attention, I urge you to place one
at the top of your list: Approval of BellSouth’s application to enter the long-distance market
in Louisiana. I also request that this letter of support become part of the public record of their

filing.

This action is extremely important to our state because it will finally bring us long-
awaited competition -- almost two years after it was officially authorized by Congress.
Competition in the long-distance market will encourage other providers to move into the local,
long -distance, wireless, and Internet access services.

As Mayor of Baton Rouge, the state capital, I welcome the new investments and jobs
that will result from a truly open telecommunications market. Competition breeds new
players, and those players build infrastructure and attract peripheral industries. The resulting
technological jobs will require highly skilled employees who command mid-level salaries, not
low-paying entry-level positions.

BellSouth has worked diligently since passage of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
to open its networks to competition, as required. During the recent hearings before the
Louisiana Public Service, BellSouth proved compliance with the all requirements and
demonstrated an open network with operational interfaces. They have signed interconnection
and resale agreements with 235 companies throughout the region, and their rate structure has
been approved. Now they stand poised to enter the long-distance and await the entrance of
other local service providers.
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William Kennard
Page 2

Our public service commissioners have the best knowledge of Louisiana consumers, and
they found BellSouth’s application to be in the public interest. I know you will agree with
them and approve BellSouth’s application to be a long-distance service provider in Louisiana.

Sincerely,

e EQ DS %%

Tom Ed McHugh
Mayor-President

TEMcH:df
cc: All members of the Commission
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Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I am writing on behalf of my constituents to urge
your immediate approval of BellSouth's application to
provide long-distance service in Louisiana. I also request
that this letter of support become part of the official

record on their filing.

When the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was
passed, Congress intended to open all telecommunications
markets to true competition. The Bell Companies were to be
allowed to offer long-distance service to their local phone
customers after they opened their 1local monopolies to
competition. A 1l4-point checklist was developed to
facilitate the process of opening their networks to local

competition.

For almost two vyears, BellSouth has used this
checklist as a blueprint for entry into the long-distance

market. BellSouth has complied with all of its
requirements. BellSouth sought and received the
endorsement of its local regulators, the Louisiana Public
Service Commission. The commissioners also approved

BellSouth's proposed rate structure. Now, having acted in
good faith and having complied with all specifications,
BellSouth is poised to offer a complete package of

telecommunications services to all customers in Louisiana
businesses and residences in both urban and rural areas.
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December 8, 1997
Page 2

The Federal Communications Commission should heed
the will of the people in Louisiana and approve BellSouth's
application without delay.

Yours very truly,

al

| Cuim(

Daniel R7 Martiny
State Representative
District 79

DRM/ng
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New Orleans, LA 70130
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CC Docket No. 97-231

December 1, 1997

‘ The Honorable William Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Board of Directors of The Chamber/New Orleans and the River Region recently
i adopted the enclosed resolution urging and requesting the Federal Communications
Commission's favorable decision to allow BellSouth's application to enter into long-
distance service in Louisiana.

Our Board, which represents 2400 member firms in a seven-parish region, believes that
BellSouth's entry into long-distance is in the best interest of the New Orleans Metropolitan
Area, the businesses that operate in this area and the citizens at large.

Should you have any questions or comments regarding the resolution, please contact me at
(504) 5276920 or Edie Drew, The Chamber's Director of Governmental Affairs, at (504)
527-6938.

Thank you for your consideration of BellSouth's application and The Chamber's
endorsement.

Sincerely,

B d”

Robert H. Gayle, Jr., CCE
President and CEO

enclosure
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A resolution to urge the Federal Communications Commission to concur with
the Louisiana Public Service Commission that BellSouth has opened its local
network to competition and that BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance
market 1s in the public interest; to find that facilities-based competition for
local residence and business telephone service exists in Louisiana; and to
approve BellSouth’s application to provide competitive long-distance service
in this state.

WHEREAS, BellSouth is a major corporate citizen of the City of New Orleans
and the River Region, one of the largest single taxpayers in this area, and a major
employer with thousands of active and retired employees and their families calling New
Orleans and the River Region home, and;

WHEREAS, BellSouth is a supplier of essential services to the City of New
Orleans and all its citizens, and will become an even more important service provider if it
is allowed to provide long-distance service, and,;

WHEREAS, BellSouth has invested more than $4 billion in Louisiana, creating a
modern, state-of-the-art telecommunications infrastructure for the use of the people of this
state, and;

WHEREAS, BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance business is the best way to
encourage the large long-distance carriers and other telecommunications companies to
build their own networks and to invest in Louisiana in order to provide local telephone
service to both business and residence customers in this state, and;

WHEREAS, new investment will create a $922-million boost to the state’s
economy and more than 7,600 additional jobs oy the year 2006, a significant portion of
which will be in the New Orleans metropolitan area, and;

WHEREAS, businesses will have additional products and services to choose from,
because more competition will encourage the development of innovative products and
services as companies compete to attract customers, and;

WHEREAS, additional investment in Louisiana will attract more businesses and
thus expand the tax base by hundreds of millions of dollars and provide much needed
revenue for parishes and municipalities, and,;



WHEREAS, we believe BellSouth’s entry into long-distance is in the best interest
of the New Orleans metropolitan area, the businesses that operate in this area and the
citizens at large, and,

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Public Service Commission endorsed BellSouth’s
request, finding that the company has met all local and federal competitive requirements
and that BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance service market is in the public interest,
and;

WHEREAS, the Telecommunications Act allows local exchange carriers that have
facilities-based competition for local residence and business service in their region to file
under Track A;

WHEREAS, PCS PrimeCo and Sprint Spectrum are currently providing a
facilities-based alternative to BellSouth for local calls and are actively marketing services
to both residence and business customers.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CHAMBER/NEW
ORLEANS AND THE RIVER REGION:

The Chamber/New Orleans and the River Region hereby urges and requests the
Federal Communications Commission to concur with the Louisiana Public Service
Commission that BellSouth has opened its local network to competition and that
BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance market is in the public interest; to find that
facilities-based competition for local residence and business telephone service exists in
Louisiana; and to approve BellSouth’s application to provide competitive long-distance
service in this state.

The foregoing Resolution was declared adopted on this, the 24th day of
November , 1997

Sorte 22 Sk,

President and CEO I 7
The Chamber/New Orleans and the River Region
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The Honorable William Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street

Washington, D.C. 20554 cc Docket No. 97-231

Dear Chairman Kennard:

Congratulation and my very best wishes in your position as Chairman of the
Federal Communication Commission. In todays competitive environment, I realize that
you new role carries a tremendous amount of responsibility in addressing critical issues
that impact all of us. It is for this reason that [ am compelled to write this letter.

As a consumer and BellSouth employee here in Louisiana , I strongly encourage
your support in allowing my company to enter into the long district market. It’s a “win,

win” for all of us; it encourages competition and results in increased benefits for the
consumer.

BellSouth has publicly demonstrated that its local network is open and that its
operational support systems work. My company is spending $500 million this year to
develop systems that our competitors can use to interface with our ordering and billing
systems, and these interfaces meet all requirements outlined in the Telecommunications
Act, FCC orders and the LPSC’s rules for local competition. In addition, BellSouth has
aggressively opened its local network to competition, having signed interconnection and
resale agreements with 250 companies regionwide, including 87 companies that want to
do business in Louisiana.

Allowing BellSouth to compete in long distance will finally give customers a real
choice in long-distance service providers. Currently, three companies complete the vast
majority of long-distance calls. These companies give big discounts to large business
customers and other high-volume users, while small business and low-volume residential
customers pay higher rates.
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Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
Page 2

I urge you to agree with the findings of our Louisiana Public Service Commission
and approve BellSouth’s application immediately. I firmly believe that BellSouth’s entry
into the long distance market is in the best interest of everyone here in Louisiana.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Federal Communications Commission now has under its review
BellSouth’s application and urge you to approve it without delay.

Businessmen spend too much time dealing with communications
issues that could be simplified if we were able to select one
provider for all of our services. I would like to have more
choices, and I would also like to consolidate my local and long-
distance telephone service with one company, whichever company I
choose.

BellSouth provides my local telephone service, and I have
choices in selecting my long-distance Internet access, and wireless
providers. Where choices exist, there are product and service
options as well as price competition, but it requires time and
effort to keep up with the options and prices, which change
frequently. Although there are good choices in some, but not all,
market segments, I would like to have a single provider for all of
my telecommunications needs.

BellSouth is the major local service provider and has been a
good partner to our community. As a customer, my experiences with
them have been positive. My company 1is also fortunate to have
worked as a subcontractor on several projects, and our working
relationship is a healthy one.

It is time for BellSouth to enter the long-distance market and
compete with the existing providers. When this happens, the long-
distance providers will quickly enter the local service market, and
full competition in every segment of the telecommunications
industry will come to our community. As consumers, we will then
have more options of providers, products, and services, and prices
will drop. We will alsc have the chance to select cne provider and
consolidate services, which will save my business my business time,

effort, and ultimately money.
-
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Act now on BellSouth’s application and approve it for the sake
of business in Louisiana.

Sincerely,

Willie O. Jochnson
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The Honorable William Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission CC Docket No. 97-231
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

Congratulations on your recent selection as Chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission. As you settle into your new responsibilities, I want to call your attention to an
important matter currently before the Federal Communications Commission: BellSouth’s application
to enter the long-distance market in Louisiana.

This application should be approved without delay, and I urge you and your colleagues to
act quickly to make it happen. I also ask that you include this letter of support in the official record
of the BellSouth filing.

BellSouth is only one step away from being able to provide long-distance service to the
people of Louisiana, and the Federal Communications Commission, alone, can transform this step
into a leap forward for onr state.

Although the FCC must grant final approval, Congress intended for the states to be the
primary decision makers in the deregulation of the telecommunications industry, particularly in the
area of consumer interest. In August, when BellSouth publicly demonstrated that its network is open
and that its operational interfaces work, the Louisiana Public Service Commissioners were
impressed. The Louisiana commission followed with an endorsement of BellSouth’s filing and later
approved their proposed interconnection rates.

During the proceedings, BellSouth demonstrated full compliance with all requirements of
the Telecommunications Act including the 14-point checklist. Now BellSouth is prepared to give
Louisiana consumers the full benefits of competition - including lower prices, more choices and one-
stop shopping - for all their communications needs.

Oy
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Competition in the telecommunications market will also foster a much-needed economic
boost to the state in the form of more than 7,500 jobs and $900 million in economic investment.

Grant BellSouth the approval it deserves now, and let the Information Age begin in
Louisiana.

Sineerel
4. C
P
ilgMontgome

State Representative

BWM:Ib
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Neil Erwin The Honorable William Kennard

Vice Chairman Ch .
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Ann Stokes Federal Communications Commission

Vice Chairman

Education 1919 M Street, NW
Steve Brown Washington, D.C. 20554
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Governmental Relations
Gard Wayt
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Marketing
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Vice Chairman The Shreveport Chamber of Commerce, would like to go on record as supporting BellSouth’s

Regf‘::]'g‘:;::"q request to enter the long-haul, long distance telephone market in Louisiana. Attached is a
Vice Chairman resolution of support passed by our Executive Committee on December 5, 1997.
Minority/Women/Small
Business Development . . .
Johnie Wise We take this position for both personal and practical reasons. On a personal level, BellSouth is a

Chairman

Greater Shreveport neighbor, a local company with hundreds of employees in the Shreveport area. We can see their
gﬁ::;:::):a;:c?eve'opmeﬂCommitment through their “feet on the street” all over north Louisiana. BellSouth is a mainstay of
Russell S. Autry, CCE, CAE  the business community and we believe they should have every chance at success in the future as
President they compete with companies whose employees and investment are not in our state, nor perhaps

even in our country in some cases.

Dear Chairman Kennard;

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Crene Baugh

Ed Bradley As a practical matter, Congress passed new legislation in 1996 to open all areas of the industry to
Dr. Mike Brannan

Vernon Chance competition. We agree with the Louisiana Public Service Commission that BellSouth has met each
Michacl Craf of the requirements outlined in the law and that the public would be well served by their entry into
Bob Flurmy the long distance market. Two other companies are already offering both business and residential
ﬁl‘:fa’gﬁf"fo’;:‘*’“ local service right here in Shreveport. As Congress intended, they invested in infrastructure and
Linda Haas. CPA created jobs. We believe BellSouth’s entry into long-distance is in keeping with the free enterprise
pob Hamm spirit of competition that is fostered by the business community and encouraged by the Shreveport
Don Jagot Chamber of Commerce.
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The Honorable William Kennard
Page 2

The FCC has an opportunity to bring real, widespread telephone competition, both local and long distance,
to Louisiana immediately, and we hope that you do so by approving the request that BellSouth currently

has before you.

Sincerely,

= wall S Aot

Russell S. Autry, CCE,CAE
President

RSA/ec



A resolution to urge the Federal Communications Commission to concur with the Louisiana Public
Service Commission that BellSouth has opened its local network to competition and that BellSouth’s
entry into the long-distance market is in the public interest; to find that facilities-based competition for
local residence and business telephone service exists in Louisiana; and to approve BellSouth’s
application to provide competitive long-distance service in this state.

WHEREAS, BellSouth is a major corporate citizen of the City of Shreveport, one of the largest single
taxpayers in this area, and a major employer with hundreds of active and retired employees and their families
calling the Shreveport area home, and;

WHEREAS, BellSouth is a supplier of essential services to the City of Shreveport and all its citizens,
and will become an even more important service provider if it is allowed to provide long-distance service, and,

WHEREAS, BellSouth has invested more than $4 billion in Louisiana, creating a modemn, state-of-the-
art telecommunications infrastructure for the use of the people of this state, and;

WHEREAS, BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance business is the best way to encourage the large
long-distance carriers and other telecommunications companies to build their own networks and to invest in
Louisiana in order to provide local telephone service to both business and residence customers in this state, and,

WHEREAS, new investment will create a $922-million boost to the state’s economy and more than
7,600 additional jobs by the year 2006, a significant portion of which will be in the Shreveport metropolitan area,
and;

WHEREAS, businesses will have additional products and services to choose from, because more
competition will encourage the development of innovative products and services as companies compete to attract
customers, and;

WHEREAS, additional investment in Louisiana will attract more businesses and thus expand the tax
base by hundreds of millions of dollars and provide much needed revenue for parishes and municipalities, and;

WHEREAS, we believe BellSouth’s entry into long-distance is in keeping with the free enterprise spirit
of competition that is fostered by the business community and encouraged by the Shreveport Chamber of
Commerce;

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Public Service Commission endorsed BellSouth’s request, finding that the
company has met all local and federal competitive requirements and that BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance
service market is in the public interest, and;

WHEREAS, the Telecommunications Act allows local exchange carriers that have facilities-based
competition for local residence and business service in their region to file under Track A,

WHEREAS, PCS PrimeCo and Sprint Spectrum are currently providing a facilities-based alternative to
BellSouth for local calls and are actively marketing services to both residence and business customers.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SHREVEPORT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:

The Shreveport Chamber of Commerce hereby urges and requests the Federal Communications
Commission to concur with the Louisiana Public Service Commission that BellSouth has opened its local network
to competition and that BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance market is in the public interest; to find that
facilities-based competition for local residence and business telephone service exists in Louisiana; and to approve
BellSouth’s application to provide competitive long-distance service in this state.

This Resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote hereon was as follows:

YEAS: j

NAYS: O

ABSTAINED: ( 'a

The foregoing Resolution was declared adopted on this, the ; i day of

\ 1997.

o Grmos



'NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SHREVEPORT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:

The Shreveport Chamber of Commerce hereby urges and requests the Federal Communications
Commission to concur with the Louisiana Public Service Commission that BellSouth has opened its local network
to competition and that BellSouth’s entry into the long-distance market is in the public interest; to find that
facilities-based competition for local residence and business telephone service exists in Louisiana; and to approve
BellSouth’s application to provide competitive long-distance service in this state.

This Resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote hereon was as follows:

YEAS: 7

NAYS: ©

ABSTAINED:_{( ’Q

The foregoing Resolution was declared adopted on this, the > day of

1997.




